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Advice to a Son 
IN THE 


UNIVERSITY. 


0 U are Now entred into a 
NZ ſtate of Life, not ſo New to 
22) Wwe you, after your Education in 
2 Collegiate School, as to be 
without thoſe fir/# and Neceſſary Inſtru- 
ckious, which may in part be uſeful for 
your Demeanour. But as this is a far- 
ther Embarking your ſelf in the World, 
whilſt I am making yet larger Steps 
ont of it, I was willing to leave 
ſomething with you, beſides your Pas 
trimom, that may be of more laſting 
Uſe, as well as give a better Teſtimo. 

fiy of the Love and Care of a Father, 
And altho* you may find here things 
that are common, and things that have 
A 2 beef 
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4 Advice to a Son 
been repeated to you, yet as they 
come from one, Who has given you 
Reaſon to believe, loves you with a 
Tenderneſs which cannot belong to 
any other Friend, they” may poſſibly 
meet with a nearer regard, and make 
ſome better Impreſſions, than even 
that which is more Correct or Deli- 
cate, becauſe offer d from an Afecti- 
onate Hand. 

A Jove Principium, is what has been 
early taught you, and you would think 


your Father had forgot himſelf, if 


we ſhould not ſet out there, where 
every other Work is to begin. Take 
care therefore to riſe always ſo early, 
even in Terms, as to have time enough 
to adore the Author and Preſerver of 
your Being, in ſome ſuch ſhort Prayer 
at leaſt, as I have plac'd at the End 
of theſe Papers, and hurry not to Cha- 


pel without having God's Bleſſing along 


with you. | 
I do not mean that this ſhould ſerve 
for your Morning Duty in your Cloſet ; 


for there, when you have more leiſure, 


and before you enter upon any other 
3 Buſi- 
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Buſineſs, you will not fail, I hope, to 
recommend your Self and your Studies 
to God in a Solemu Prayer, and like- 
wiſe in the Evening conclude them at- 
ter the ſame manner. And here ler 
me mention to you Daily Self-Exami- 
nation; a Practice Highly Chriſtian, 
and, to the reproach of Thouſands I 
am afraid that bear that Name, uſed 
conſtantly by more than one Heather. 
For Seneca, Lib. 3. de ira, ſpeaks of it 
as the Cuſtom of one Seætius, ut conſum- 
mato die, cum ſe ad nocturnam quietem re- 
cepiſſet, interrogaret animum ſuum, Quod 
hodiè malum tuum ſanaſti? Cui vitio ob- 
ſtitiſti? Qua parte melior es? And he 
relates the ſame of himſelf, Totum diem 
mecum ſcrutor, facta ac dicta mea reme- 
tior, nihil mihi ipſe abſcondo, nihil tranſeo. 
And with what Satisfaction, and almoſt 
Rapture, does that excellent Heathen 
ſpeak of the Practice! Quid ergo pulchri- 
us hac conſuetudine excutiends totum diem! 
Qualis ille ſomnus poſt recognitionem mn 
ſequitar ! Quam tranquillus, altus ac liber, 
cum aut laudatus eſt animus, aut admoni- 
jus] This is ſo near the Chriſtian, even 
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6 Advice to a Son 
in the beſt of Times, that it feems a 
fairer Reaſon of Senecas Converſing 
with St. Paul, than any of thoſe Epiſles 
now extant, that are ſaid to have paſs'd 
between them. The Advantages then 
you ſee will be manifold, if you make 
this a part of your Daily Devotion: it 
will give you the trueſt Knowleage, * 
and help you to the beſt Command of 
your Self. By this, your Conduct will 
every way directed and improv'd; 
1 That which really diſtinguiſnes beyond 
| Arts and Literature: The want of which 
| caſts ſo many Clouds upon them, that 
they ſometimes appear eyen Mean and | 
Little things, without it. I need nor 
add, how much this frequent Examina - 
tion of our ſelyes Advances and Im- 
proves the Chriſtian Life. . 
And I hope you will not be meanly 
influenced by any Converſation that 
you may meet with, to think coldly 
of the Devotion owing to GOD, or to 
take theſe Religious Addreſſes to him 
tor Starch'd and Formal things, and 
ſo be tempted to Neglect em. 
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For as to Prayer and * tis 
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as much the Honour and Privilege, as 


it is the Duty of a Man; for we, can 
give no good Account, why we were 
made ſuch thoughtful reflecting in- 
quiſitive Beings, adorn'd with Facul- 
ties ſo much beyond the other Crea- 
tures, if we had no Buſineſs here Su- 
perior to theirs ; fince in the common 
Actions of Life, agreeably to their ſe- 
veral Natures, they are equal to us, 
But to adore the Great Creator in Con- 
templating the Beauty and Order of 
his wonderful Works, to beg of our 
common Preſerver what is needful for 


us, and 'to praiſe the Bountiful Giver 


of all that we enjoy; This is Bu- 
ſineſs proper for Man, ſuitable to the 
Powers that he is endu'd with, as 
plac'd in this Temple of God the World, 
according to the early Notion,asit were 
the Prieft of Nature, to beg Supplies 
for their common Wants, and to be the 
Mouth of the Mute and Inſenſible part 
of the Creation, in ſinging forth their 
great Maker's Praiſes. Perhaps you 
may meet with that excellent Saying: 
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3 Advice to a Son 
ene, Of the Poet, + Charior eft illis 
Th 5 Homo quam ſibi, urg d to 


another purpoſe, viz. that 


GOD needs no Importunity to do us 
good; but then it is forgot, that they 
are Heathens whom the Poet here ex- 
poſes, who not only pray*d for Trifles, 
but frequently for things Unlawful; and 
even he allows in the concluſion, Oran- 
dum eſt, ut ſit mens ſana in corpore ſano. 
But then under a Chriſtian Conſideration, 
the Notion of Prayer riſes much higher; 
not as if we pretended to acquaint 
GOD with what he knows better 
than our ſelves, but to teach us Faith 
and Dependance, and to make us Hum- 
ble, truly ſenſible what GOD is, and 
what we really are our ſelves, which 
Human Nature is ſo very apt to forget, 
and to beg what frai! Man ſtands moſt 
in need of, the Divine Aid and Aſſiſt- 
ance; and therefore are we directed 
chiefly in the New Teſtament to ask 
for things Spiritual, as the main Sub- 
ject of our Prayers. 


And as a neceſſary Adjunct to your 
private Deyotions, I would have you 


read 


a 
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in the Univerſity. 9 
read a Chapter in your Septuagint, or 
Greek Teſtament, or both, and as you 
farther improve, not without - Con- 
ſulting ſome Annotations that you may 
be furniſhed with, upon the more 
difficult Texts; and take it to be your 
Duty as a Chriſtian, whether you in- 
tend for Divinity or not, to be well 
acquainted with the Charter of your 
Religion : For ſuch is the Bible to 
you. | 
And then you cannot but think it 
worthy your Reading, as it is the 


Word of GOD. It would raiſe in you 


all the higheſt Reverence and Atten- 
tion, if a Voice from Heaven ſhould 
ſpeak to you. This is nothing leſs, 
only in a more condeſcending and fa- 
miliar Manner, and in great Com- 
paſſion to his Creatures, for We could 
not hear the Voice of GOD and live, 
This peculiar Goodneſs therefore of the 
Divine Communications, and Jayin 

dem ſo freely before us, ſhould raiſe 
our Eſteem, inſtead of abating our 
Reverence towards the Holy Scriptures; 


and eſpecially, as they contain not 


only | 
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only things of the greateſt Impor- S. 

tance, the plaineſt Mxomledge of GOD, tl 

and the trueſt Happineſs of Man, but 
of the greateſt Improvement too; I 
mean of your Uzderſtanding, as well 

as your Lyfe. / 

For as the Bible begins with the 

Original of all things, it furniſhes us 

with the moſt Antient Records of time. 

And Moſes's Hiſtory has ſuch evident 

Marks of Truth and Motives of Cre- 
dibility interwoven with it, beyond 

the external Teſtimony of ſo many 

Ages, that when you come to Examine 
things, the Pretences offer'd from the 
Egyptians, Chaldeans, or Chiueſes, to a 
greater Antiquity, will appear, like the 
Medley of which they arecompounded, 
to be nothing but groſs and inconſiſt- 
ent Fables, And you have not only this 
evident Proof, that the World had a 
beginning, and how, declared by the 
moſt Ancient Hiſtorians, but moreover 
| Confirm'd by the Oldeff Tradition, in à 
| Commemorative Fatt, repeated Fifty tws 
| Times ir the Vear, and brought downto 
this day ; I mean the Obſervation of the 
ER Sabbath, 
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Sabbath by the moſt Ancient People of 
the World. „ 
You will have the farther Satisfacti- 
ON, as you go on, to find much of the 
old Heathen My-holpgy derived from 
this Sacred Fountain, and which will 
ppear much plainer, as you better un- 
derſtand the Hebrew Tongue, how ſeveral 
Nations affecting to be thought Anci- 
ent, and to make their Anceſtors appear 
great, fitted not only the Scripture 
Stories, with ſome Corruption and 
Mixture perhaps to diſguiſe the Theft, 
but ſometimes the Original Names, or 
their Miſtaken Meanings, to em. 
Again, the extraordinary Events, not 
only in Kingdoms, but ſome of them 
reaching the whole Human Rind; the 
remarkable Prophectes, and the as exx 
act fulfilling them all, as rare, as they 
are true and inſtructive, ſurprize the 
Mind with a delightful- Admiration, 
Nay the leſſer Occurrences are not with. 
out giving-us ſome peculiar Pleaſure 
and Improvement. Wherein we find 
— Nature and all the Paſſions of Man 
lively ſet forth, in that Majeſtiek Plain- 
nels and Simplicity of Expreſſion, 


which 
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which maſters beyond the boldeſt Rhe- 1 
torick. | Boc 
Can any Man read the Hiſtory of ma 
Joſeph without being ſtrangely moved? ly 1 
A Relation unenlivened with Figures, anc 
unadorn'd by Words, and yet only as Jon 
a plain Mixture of Humane Paſſions exc 
with Providential Events, how it 0 
moves beyond all the Artificial Powers bal 
of Tragedy or Romance! Look upon 
the Troubles of David: What a divert- an 
ing Variety of Accidents do they af- ev 
ford us | together with the wonder- tie 
ful Virtues, and ſurprizing Actions of 358 
| a young Religious Hero ! who through Bu 
F manifold Oppoſition, with as much be 
FJ Innocency as Bravery, makes his way 3 
FJ from a Sheepfold to a Throne. And you 
therefore our excellent Cowley very as 
| juſtly made choice of this Subject, for M 
the firſt Eſſay of a Divine Poem in the . - 
Engliſh Tongue, th 

And if we were as well acquainte 
| with the Ancient Eaſter» Poetry and | _ of 
| Eloquence, as with that of our own | V 
N Time, what lively Strains of Beauty - 2 
and Majeſty ſhould we find in the Fo 
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Book of Job, in the Pſalms, and in 
many of the Prophets, and particular- 
ly in the Song of N * that of Deborah, 
and in David's Elegy upon Saul and 
Jonathan; ſince ſo many lofty and 
excellent Images both of Words and 
Things appear to us, even under a ver- 
bal Tranſlation. | 

I may venture to mention theſe 
amongſt many others, to invite you, 
even after your Admiration of the Beau- 
ties of Greece and Rome, to read with 
Pleaſure thoſe in the Holy Scriptures, 
But I add for a much nobler Reaſon, 
becauſe it is Reading for the Improve- 
ment of your Life: For to be Wi/e for 
your ſelf, 1s ſurely the higheſt as well 
as the neareſt Concern. And if the 
Moral Paſſages in the Claſichs are ad- 
mired and quoted, chiefly becauſe of 
the Language and Poetry, in which they 
are writ, or becauſe of the pretty turns 
of Wit, with which they ſurprize us, 
what a Venerable Regard is due to the 
Holy Scripture, which is ſuch a Store- 

| Houſe of Moral Inſtructions, under all 
the variety of Application to the dit- 
. fering 
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fering Capacities of Men. And be- 
cauſe the greateſt part of Mankind are 


—— — 


the Ignorant and Unlearn'd, this is 


that Generous and God-like Deſign of 
it, ſo far beyond the Condeſcenſions 
of Heathen Morality, to ſuit it ſelf to 
the Underſtandings of the Meaneſt, 
and yet in a way not unworthy the 
Meditation of the acuteſt Philoſopher. 
This is eminently Remarkable, not to 
mention others, in our Saviour's Ser- 
mon upon the Mount, and in his Para- 


 bles. In the: firſt of theſe, what a 


Collection have we of admirable Rules 
and Precepts for the Government and 
Happineſs of Life! In the plaineſt 
Expreſſions, and under the ſhorteſt 
and the faireſt View, and we may 
fearch Volumes of Celebrated Hea- 
then Moraliſts, to meet with a few 
faint and clouded Imitations of them, 
tho? ſet forth in ſome fine or bold 
Words. And tho? the way of Inſtru- 
ction by Parable is of very ancient Date, 
and was ſomewhat peculiar to the 
Eaſtern Sages, ſo that we cannot now 
make a thorow Eſtimata of thoſe of 
our 
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our Savioar, yet even under all the 
Diſtance we are from that Knowledge, 
we cannot but ſee how admirably they 
are adapted to the Genizs of the Mul- 
titude: for being taken from the com- 
moneſt Actions of Life, or grounded 
upon Matters of Experience, they 
patly inform, and ſurprizingly con- 
vince at the ſame time. And thoſe 
that are well skill'd in the Oriental 
Learning and Cuſtoms, when they com- 
pare them with the Jewiſh Writings of 
the like ſort, ſpeak Wonders of thoſe 
excellent Parables. 
I have yet a farther Reafon to preſs 
upon you the A—— of the Holy 
Scriptures, as they will give you the 
trueſt and plaineſt Ideas of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, and of that excellent Eſta. 
bliſhment of it, under which you live. 
For upon a little Enquiry, it appears 
but too Obvious, that a great Part of 
the World who would be diſtinguiſh- 
ed as the only true Chriſtians, if they 
are to be judg'd by theſe Ancient Re- 
cords of that Religion, will be found to 
be the worſt Pretenders to the Name; 


and 


Mo ae. 
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and upon the firſt and ſhorteſt View 


of both, it would look like a difficult 


zask to reconcile Popery, as Popery, with 
any reaſonable Belief of the New Teſta- 
ment, For when you come to com- 
pare the groſs Idolatry, the ſenſeleſs 
Worſhip, the Pageantry and Thranny of 
Rome, with the Parity, Plainneſs, and 
Humility of the Goſpe! ; you would 
hardly think that the Religion that 
boaſts it ſelf Catholict, was any thing 
a - kin to it; but that it was rather a 
Combination of :»fernal Art and Worlaly 
Policy to make void the Deſign of Chri- 


ſtianity, and that ſince all outward 


Oppoſition fail'd, the inward Corrupting 
and Debauching its Doftrines, might 
be a more ſucceſsful Way, to ſtop its 
real Progreſs, and to Defeat the great 
Purpoſe of the Goſpel. Nt 

And as you will with Satisfaction 


| behold the Engliſb Church Reform d 


from all thoſe wretched Abuſes of the 
Chriſtian Religion, according to the 
Word of God; 10 it will raiſe ſom e Me- 
lancholy Thoughts in you to find a 
People within her Bowels, pretending 

| to 
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to the ſame Reformation, and to an 
Union with her in Doctrine, and yet 
rending and tearing her with a Seaſe- 
leſs Schiſm, and ſeparating from her, 
with little leſs Diſtinction in their Pra- 
tice, than they do from Rome it ſelf. 
Which is not only ſuch a palpa ble Viola- 
tion of that Rule of Love and Unity, ſo 
much inſiſted on in the Scriptures of 
the New Teſtament; but ſuch a broad 
Inlet to the Popery they Deteſt and 
ſeem ſo much afraid of, that one can- 
not forbear charging the Leaders in the 


Schiſin, if not with the vileſt [Tp.cri/ie, 
yer with the groſſeſt [nfatuation. 


There remains yet one important 
Occaſion more, for your being well 
acquainted with the Holy Scriptures ; 
which is, that you may the better 
fence againſt that Heretical Pravity, un- 
der which the Deiſm and Infidelity of 
theſe Licentious Days, would fo Art- 
fully hide it ſelf. *Tis too groſs, as 
well as too difficult an Undertaking 
to attack the Authority of the Ser 22tures : 
They that have Forehead enough, may 
yet want Talents for that Performance; 
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but to nibble at Texts, and to form 


Objections out of a Book of that Large- 
neſs the Bible is of, belongs to every 


Man that can read Engliſb, whoſe Vice, 


or Malice, or Politicks ſet him out for a 
Diſputant. Now the careful Reading 
of the Holy Scriptures, will after the 
beſt manner Arm you againſt theſe 
Aſſaults, ſince you will there find, 
that the Doctrines chiefly Leve/Pd at 
by the Hereſies in Faſhion, depend not 
only on the Authority of ſome ſcat- 
tered Texts, but are Interwoven with 
the whole Scheme of the Chriſtian Belief, 
and, beginning at the Form of Baptiſm, 
run through all the Parts of the Goſpel: 
and was the Seaſon ripe for it, it 
would not only be fairly Hinted, but 
thoſe covered Hereticks would Un- 


mask, and ſpeak it out boldly ; ſo 


that thoſe Doctrines, and the Holy 
Scriptures, with the whole Chriſtian 
Religion, muſt ſtand and fall toge- 
ther. 

The next, in order, of your Religi- 
ous Duties, is the Pablick Worſhip. 
You muſt therefore be conſtant = 

t 
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the Chapel, not only to avoid Reproach, 
or Penalty, but for a Nobler Reaſon, 
to ſhow your ſelf a true Friend to the 
Public Good; in praiſing the common 


queſts for Temporal! and Spiritual 
Mercies, both as you are a Member of 
the Charch and Commonwealth, And 
becauſe Prayer, without the Attention 
of the Mind, is a worthleſs Performance, 
let the awful Preſence of the Divine 
Majeſty be your frequent Meditation; 
and make it your particular Requeſt 
to God at the Cuſtomary Kneeling 
down upon entring into the Chapel, 
that he would 25 your Endeavours 
to preſerve your Thoughts cloſe and 
united, in Paying him a reaſonable Ser- 
vice; and be not wanting to renew the 
Guard upon your ſelf, by frequent Re- 
collections during the Holy Offices, that 
in this frail and difficult State of War- 
fare (in nothing more evident than 
whilſt we are in this Religious Exer- 
ciſe) you may not unhappily get in- 
to a Habit of trifling betore God, in 
the moſt ſerious Acts of Worſhip and 


B 2 | Hu- 


8 and uniting in the joint Re- 
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Humiliation. The good Practice of 
Reading along the Leſſons in your 
Septuagint and Greek Teſtament, will 
prevent Gazing, and ſo be a Preſerva- 
tive from wa _—_ Thoughts; and it 
will likewiſe the better prepare you 
for the more careful Reading of the 
Chapters in your Study, which it will 
be very proper to take in the ſame 
Courſe. There 1s another part of 
Worſhip to which I would have you Pay 
more than a formal Regard, and there- 
fore to be conſtantly Preſent at,and At- 
tentive to it, I mean the College Graces 


before and after Meat, For beſides that 


it is from the ſame Spirit of Prophane- 
z1eſs, that would ſlight all Religion, that 
Graces are any where Neglected; you 
have a particular Reaſon to join with 
thoſe of the College, as they are a 
Bleſſing of GOD and commemorating 
my Pious Founders and Benefactors, 
y whoſe Charitable Bounty you Eat 
your Bread. 
Need I mention to you the Devout 
Obſervation of the Lord's Day, which 


of 


as it has generally a more eaven Re- 


gard, 
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gard, between Superſtition and Pro- 
faneneſs, paid to it here, than in any 
Nation round us; ſo I doubt not but 
we meet with the greater Bleſſings on 
that account. As the Government 
therefore takes care to confine us to 
an outward Religion, on ſome parts 
of that Dy; I hope you will continue 
to ſpend the reſt of it agreeably, be- 
tween good Converſation, and your 
Cloſet; and reckon the Publick Ser- 
mons, as our Church does, a part of the 
Divine Service of that Day, Affect not 
then a Niceneſs of Judgment in hear- 
ing, ſo as to be tempted, after looking 
upon the Preacher, and chewing a few 
Sentences that come from him, to 
turn your Back, and leaving St. Maries, 
in the itch of Curioſity ſaunter from 
Church to Church. Beſides, as I know 
your Tutor will in the Evening call 
— to give ſome account how you 

ave ſpent the Day, I would not 
have you fly to the pitiful ſhift of In- 
vention, or ſomewhat worſe, to ſave 
your Credit, and deceive him. You 
have begun, and TI hope you will con- 
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tinue to receive the Holy Sacrament, 

as often as it is Celebrated within your 

Walls; and let the Preparation to it be 

a ſerious Enquiry into the preſent ſtate 
| of your Soul, and as it were a ſumming 
up the particulars of your Daily Ex- 
amination ſince your laſt Receiving: 
For thus you will have the better 
Knowledge, and the eaſier Command 
of your ſelf, And if you make ſome 
part of the Friday Evening in every 
Weck, the time of Recollecting your 
Daily Examinations, it will render the 
Preparation to the Sacrament more de- 
lig"tful; and if your Friday Retirement: 
are accompanied with ſome reaſonable 


AT. 


i Ablinence, it will at leaſt ſhow a 


| :\ Jecent Regard to the Orders of the 
N College, and the Inſtitution of the 
F 


| And now having thus far enlarg'd 
1 upon Devotion, I am next to remind 
you of a great ruth in Religion, That 
all this is in order to a farther End, 
lh + viz. Moral Good, the Command of your 
1 Paſſions, and the Government of your 
Converſation. I ſhall not here enter up- 


on 
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on a detail of Moral Virtues; you are 
not unfurniſhed with Practical Books, 
that» treat of them at large: I will 
only mention thoſe which may more 
eſpecially come under Tryal in your 
preſent State of Life. 

And the firſt is Temperance or Sobrie- 
ty, to which I know you have a good 
degree of Natural Inclization, and 
have not been under any Temptations 
or Indulgences to the contrary. Pre- 
ſerve it then with all your care, and 
ſuffer not your ſelf to be poorly drawn 
in, as a Slave to fooliſh Faſhion or 
Opinion, to do things not only againſt 
Senſe, but againſt Stomach; for Exceſs, 
which Nature abhors, muſt at firſt be 
Nauſeous; and it is only Cuſtom that 
can render it eaſie or deſireable: and 
were it not for the Sheepiſh Fear of 
being thought ſingular, or the affected 
Vanity to be thought Modiſb, this, 
with many other Vices, would loſe 
Ground apace. For it is not the Love of 
Liquor, that at firſt ordinarily leads 
to Intemperaxce; but when Youth, up- 
on every idle Summons, is betray'd 
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— 


by it ſelf to throw up the G- ard that 
Nature and Reaſon have given it; no 
wonder if it is Chain'd down a Cap- 
tive under the worſt of Tyrannies, 
craving Appetite, and all-Powerful Ha- 
bit. But what if Ingenious Conver- 
ſation is not to be had but upon ſome 
fuch Terms! That Argument from 
Good*ellowſhip, tho? often pretended, 
is commonly Falſe, and all the true 
Wit and Plcaſantneſs of the Compa- 
ny ſinks with the Diſorders of it. No 
reaſonable Man can be an Enemy to 
improving Converſation, but ſurely 
the Improvement and the Sobriety 
may go together. And the Sots have 
ſomething like a Phraſe amongſt them, 
that Conteſſes it, That what interrupts 
Drinking ſpoils Goodfellowſhip. 

All this while you fee I am far from 
Writing againſt the chearful and lively 
Enjoyment of Society ; its Advantages 
with its Satisfactions are too great to 
be deny'd you : but I am Writing 
azainſt that which indeed deſtroys it; 
for too much Cordial inſtead of raifing, 
flutters or ſuffocates the Spirits; and the 
a | admired 
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admired Horace, who you know was a 
Gooafellow enough, cannot but own 
that the Body carrying too much 
Cargo Animum quoque pregravat 
ana ( Horat. Sat. 2. Lib. 2.) At- 
que affigit humo atving particulam auræ. 
Begin therefore to aſſert your Freedom 
early, and ſneak not under Idle Im- 
portunity, or Miſtaken Reproach : a 
fix'd Brayery of Reſolution will un- 
doubtedly gain Ground, at leaſt it 
will eſtabliſh your own Eaſe, if it does 
not Reform Converſation, and give 
you the beſt Company. 

But to be able to retire with Satis- 
faction, and to live without the Ne. 
ceſſity of flying from Idleneſs to Com- 
pany, will be a great Point gained. 
A Scholar has not the Buſineſs of the 
World to divert him, and therefore is 
a ſort of forlorn Creature, if he cannot 
in a good Meaſure make his Books his 
Pleaſure: Company is then his only 
Refuge, and he mult fit dowa with it 
as he finds it; and thus is he under the 
danger of loſing his Virtue, and his 
Improvements too. For what Wonders 

| ſoever 
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ſoever Converſation without Reading 
may be able to do amongſt other Men, 
it muſt be remembred that it is in the 
way of their Buſineſs,and they venture 
little whether they gain or loſe by it. 
But the Scholar leaves his proper Bu- 
ſineſs, for the uncertain Hope of making 
it up another way. And the Event 
too often proves how little his Know- 
ledge is advanced by that alone: He 
poſſibly Recommends himſelf as a 
pretty Companion; but the Publick by 
that means has too much Reaſon to 
complain, not only of a mant of Virtue, 

but Endowments too. | 
The Rains made this way upon In- 
genuity and Good Nature, and the 
Miſchiefs thence enſuing to Perſons 
and Families that Ihave met with, 
has led my Thoughts the farther upon 
this Article, and I need not add how 

much the World has been Defeated of 
many growing Helps and Ornaments, 
blaſted and cut down by this ſingle 
Vice, And as this 1s the Source and 
Fomenter of moſt others; if I can prevail 
with you to be truly upon your Guard 
| here, 
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here, I reckon to have done a great deal 
at once, for the ſecurity of your Vir- 
tue; to maintain a Purity of Mind and 
Body, and Innocency of Converſation. 

There is a Sobriet) of Mind as op- 
poſed to Conceitedneſs, which, whilſt I 
am Writing to a Towne Man, ſhould 
not be forgotten. This fluttering Va- 
nity is ſometimes to be charged upon 
Nature, and ſometimes, under too 
pleaſing a Senſe of Abilities Superior 
to others, it is owing to Improve- 
ments : But if it is not founded and 
nouriſhed up in Ignorance, it com- 
monly abates with the Increaſe of 
Years and Experience, and Converſa- 
tion wears it off, But it is an Unfor- 
tunate thing where it laſts long; for it 

Expoſes the Learning and Knowledge 
that it would ſet off. All Men are 
Born with Self. Opinion enough, for 


nulla res æquabilius diſtributa eſt inter 


Homines, ſays a Philoſopher that you - 


may be ſhortly acquainted with : and 
when one Man would engroſs the 
whole Stock of Admiration to himſelf, 
it is of Concernment to the whole Rind to 

| unite 
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unite againſt him: Beſides, nothing is 
1o winning as Modeſty; eſpecially in a 
Touth of Parts, it even ſets off Defetts ; 
and Reſtraints upon ones Self, often 
make true Worth as Viſible, and much 
more Charming and Graceful, than 
all the laboured Arts of ſhowing ones 
Skill : and then too much endeavour 
to make known our Reading or Abi- 
lities, as it tends to the Dictatorſbip in 
Society, (not eaſily endur'd, where all 
ſhould or would be equal) fo it deprives 
us of the Advantages of it; for there 
is little to be learned from others, 
whilſt we are not willing to hear any 
Body but our Selves. 

Near a-kin to this, is the Meek, gen- 
tle, and obliging Temper, which tho? 
often deriv'd, has much more of Vir- 
tue in it where it is acquird; and it 


gives ſuch a flow of inward Pleaſure, 


and is withal ſo truly amiable and 
Becoming, that it is worth all our Ap— 
plication to attain it. It was ſurely 
tomething like this, that was the Diſ- 
Poſit ion required for the firſt Receiving 
of Chriſtianit), ſince it has ſo plain a 

tenden- 
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Tendency to promote the truly loving 
and forgiving Goſpel- Spirit. And altho? 
when a /elfiſþ or untractable Temper is 
in our Frame, and we have not only 
untoward Paſſions, but it may be 
Nature it ſelf to ſtruggle with, hs 
muſt be own'd a Work that calls for 
as much firmneſs of Mind, as it does 
for Art and Labour; yet grant it is 
a Work of Time, the very Attempt is 
a Reward for our Patience, and the 
Succeſs will more than Crown it. For 
the Victories of this kind, give a Joy 
and Triumph to the Mind; a fort of 
inward Heaven, to which no Pleaſure 
on Earth is equal; and if you are Con- 
queror here, moſt of the other Difficul- 
ties, in your Courſe of Virtue, will ea- 
ſily fall before you. 

I may therefore the better go on to 


that peculiar Duty of your preſent 
"Station, Obedience to your Superior. 


Thoſe that are reckon'd the great Ma- 
ſters in the Art of Diſcipline, carry this 


to an extravagant Height. One would 


hardly think that this ſhould flow 
from the Pen of a learned C — 
: Obedi- 
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Obedientia irrationalis, eſt conſummata obe- 
dientia & perfectiſima, ſcilicet quando 
obeditur, ſicut jumentum obedit Domino 
ſuo, Cardin. Cuſan. in Epiſt. 2. 4d 
Bohemos. But ceaſe your Wonder 
A Church that puts ſo many hard 
things upon the Belief of its Mem- 
bers, may very well uſe em like Beasts 
of Burden, and a blind Obedience ſeems 
to be cut out for an implicit Faith. 
You are happily. plae'd in a free Air, 
where it is not Criminal to exerciſe 
your Reaſon, or to make a proper uſe 
of your Senſes ; and yet the Doctrine 
of Obedience to Authority is taught 
you in its moſt Binding way, as its 
Obligation is Sacred, and the Duty not 
ſo much owing to Man as GOD: And 
the Conſideration, that Government 
is of Divine Ordinance, for the Peace 

and good Order of the World, is of the 
higheſt Uſe, to render Obedience caſte 
even in difficult Caſes. For we are Na- 
turally diſpos'd to think Worth and 
Character to be things inſeparable, and 
therefore, at our firſt Apprehenſions, do 
not readily diſtinguiſh between them. 
| Hence 
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Hence ariſes an Untraftableneſs to the 
Orders of Superiors, whilſt we eonſi- 


der them only as Men ſubject to ſuch 


or ſuch Paſſions or Frailties, but have 
no proper Notion of the Authority 
they are Inveſted with, beſides their 
outward Power ; and therefore what- 
ever Awe we are under, it is due to 


| our tear, and in many Caſes we pay 


an Unriling Obedience. Whereas 


when we look Higher, and conſi- 


der Authority as of Divine Appoint- 
ment, and deriv'd from GOD as the 
Fountain-Head, and ſo to the ſmalleſt 
Streams that flow from it ; this will 
Reconcile us to many Inconveniencies 
which may attend our Obedience, and 


incline us, without any great Re- 


luctancy, to offer an outward Reſſ 

and Reverence to the moſt anequal Re- 
preſentative, This teaching us, not to 
regard the baſeneſs of the Metal, but 
the Stamp -and Impreſs which gives 


Value to it. And it is worth ſome Care, 


that you may be under the feweſt 
Temptations to retuſe what is due to 
the Charater, to overlook, as much as 


poſſible, 
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poſſible, the Blemiſhes or Unfitneſs 


of the Subject that bears it: and where 
Power is Executed with Humour, or 
Haughtineſs, or Rigour, if not in In- 
ſtances againſt Lam, which is the Rule 
to every Governour in that excellent 
Conſtitution you Breath under, Endea- 
vour to bear it calmly, and to abate 
of no Reſpect, neither decline any 
Duty on that account, under the great 
Conſideration, that you do it to GOD 
and not to Man. An early regard to 
this Fundamental Reaſon of Obedience, 
will not only contribute te render your 
Behaviour Eaſe, in your preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, but as you farther enter 
into the World, will help to make you 


uſeful and perhaps ſomewhat Exem- 


plary in it: it will well diſpoſe you for 
the paying a due Obedience and a juſt 
Reſpect to all ſorts of Superiors, and 
it will particularly Fence you againſt 
that Epidemical Hypocriſie of theſe later 
Days, the profeſſing and crying up of 
Obedience in many fine Words, but in 


inſtances of Tryal, not aſhamed to re- 


tract them by the groſſeſt Actions. 
i 9 And 
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And this leads me to the 1 

of you to ftick cloſe to that hone 

Plainneſs of Converſation, flowing from 


the true Probity of Mind, which I 
think your Nature is as yet indued 


with: It is a Bleſſing from Heaven to 


be Cheriſhed and Preſerved with all your 
Care; for you will find it a Treaſure, 
increaſing in Value with every Day 
of your Life, ſo as at length not to be 
willing to exehange it for an Empire ; 
and you will quickly feel the Worth 
of it from the great Daager of _ 


it: For as you come more Abroad, an 


begin to look about you, you will be- 
hold every body ſo much in Diſguiſe, 
that you will think it not only Faſhion- 
able but Neceſſary, to put on the Vizard 
too; and that you muſt either part 
with your Sincerity, or lie naked and 
expos d to the Inſults of Knavery or 
Reproach, or elſe take up wholly to 
Retirement, which you may reckon 
the leaſt of the Evils, and yet no ordi - 
nary Puniſhment to a Sociable Crea- 


ture, ſince it muſt be not only quitting 


Buſineſs but Converſatipn with it. But 
C have 
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have a good Heart; tho' an Honeſt 
Man muſt frequently chuſe to retire, 
yet he need not, as indeed he cannot 
well live by himſelf. As ſcarce as Pro- 
bity is in the World. He may poſſibly 
meet with ſome few like himſelf; and 
to make ſome amends for the Defi- 
ciency, Theſe are People that the rea- 
dilieſt know one another when they 
chance to meet. For however it is ex- 
told as the great Art of Converſation, 
then to appear with the utmoſt Openneſs 
and Civility when you are indeed moſt 
upon the Reſerve; yet as it is not 
only the ordinary Dreſs of Courtiers and 


— 


Travellers, but an Art that frequently 


belongs to the Shop, the Covering is 
much more Tranſparent than they that 
Act under it are apt to think it. And 
beſides that, this wonderful Addreſs is 
really Nauſeous amongſt Friends, the 
Artful Smoothneſs ſeldomer ſucceeds 
Abroad in deceiving others, than 
themſelves, You may therefore pre- 
lerve your — and Converſe 
too, if you can but be content to ap- 


pear a little ſingular now and then, n 


amidſt 


8 1 
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amidſt ſuch a Crowd of meer Actors 
upon the Stage of Life; and it belongs 
not to the ſtricteſt Character of a plain 
Man, to open his Breaſt to every Bod 

that he meets with, amongſt ſo muc 

Artificial Company. *Tis as much for 
the Security of your Innocenc), as ſome- 
times of your Purſe, to be upon your 
Guard; and that ſurely may be with 
Prudence, and Precaution enough, 
without putting on the Counterfeit, Si- 
lence or Reſervedneſs, tho? under ſome 
appearing Diſadvantages, is yet of- 
ten a neceſſary Sanctuary amidſt Dan- 
gers, and, as I have ſaid before, there 
needs no practiſing with Art or Diſſi- 
mulation, when you know your Com- 


ny. | 
There is another Openneſs of Heart 


that is in Reputation where you are; 


nothing having ſo great a Mark of 
Reproach upon it, amongſt Scholars, as 
a ſneaking Narrowneſs of Soul. The 
contrary is an agreeable Mixture of 
Bravery and good Nature, and there- 
fore truely valuable in it ſelf, and no 
leſs magmnify'd abroad; for Generoſity 
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never fails of Applauſe, and often =_ 
vers great Failings; at leaſt it bribes 


the Craving World to wink at, or 


over-look them. ?Tis for this Reaſon, 
that I make you a fair Alomance, and 
will take care that the Returns be Pun- 
ctual; for it proves not only an Injury 
to the Tutor, where this is not reaſon- 
ably obſerv*d, but it frequently helps 
to Debaſe the Spirit of the Scholar, and 
ſometimes puts him upon the greater 
Follies and Extravagances. Manage 
therefore your Pocket ſo well, as not 


to be reduc'd to any Scandalous Straits, 


nor with Blaſbing to decline any Fit 
or Cuſtomary Expences; and exerciſe 
your Frugality rather upon your Self 
than Abroad. But, not only for my 
ſake, but your own, be above the 


Prodigal and Vainglorious AﬀeQation + 


of appearing Generous; and therefore 
keep the beſt Company, and make it no 
part of your Pleaſure, and much leſs of 
your Glory, to be extolPd at the Head 
of the worſt, For beſides that the Praiſe 
(the All that you can gain there) is 
Mercenary, and you Pay for it; *tis 

| : othere 
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— 


otherwiſe of little Value; for common O- 
p#nion is always a better Judge of the 
Showing Virtues than of the Real, and 


ſometimes miſtakes ſo groſly, as to 


ive the Name of Virtue to Vice it 
Fr Let me therefore Recommend 
the Obſervation of a ſtrict Juſtice in 
all your Actions, That which is the 
Root of all Virtue, and yet we too 
often ſee many Appearances of Virtue 
without it, and the Shadows frequent- 
ly out-ſhining the Sabſtance, in the Opi- 
nion of the Multitude. But a due Re- 
gard to this firſt Principle of what is 
Right and Equal, will lead you beyond 
what is Specious, to a Virtue of a real 
and intrinſick Value: It will particu- 
larly Inſtruct you to govern your Ap- 
petites, and to maſter your Vary, teach 
you the trueſt Generoſity, and the beſt 
ſort of Charity, the being Kind and 
Bountiful with what is your Ow» ; it 
will lift you above the paltry Satisfa- 
ction of making a Noiſe and a Show 
in the World, and Nouriſh in you a 
of Greatneſs of Spirit, that commend- 
able Pride of being aſham'd to run in- 
] C 3 to 
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to Debt: it will free you from the ve” 


F-% 


ry diſagreeable Character of being ſe” 


cretly Baſe, tho? Publickly Munificent; 
and raiſe you above that untoward 
ſort of Greatneſs, of living Sumptuouſly 
and making a Figure, at the Loſs, and 
ſometimes with the Safferings, of other 
Men: in one word, it will lead you 
to the beſt Management of your Cir- 
cumſtances; which not only advances 
the Comforts of Life, but will prove 


one of the beſt Humane Securities of 


your Virtae, 


And now, tho? it be no intended 
part of this Deſign to meddle with 
your Studies, yet, as à Cloſe, it may 
not be wholly out of the way to Re. 
mind you of following with ſome di- 
ligence theſe peculiar to the Univerſity, 
For it has prov'd a Misfortune to ſome 
who ſet out from great Schools, that 
they are too eafily contented with their 
preſent Attainments, and are tempted 
to it, by comparing themſelves with 
others that come raw to the College, or 
at leaſt were not ſo compleatly my 
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Fall not into this idle Vanity, leſt in 
a little time you may ſee your ſelf 
ſhamefully out-done by their Ind«ſtry, 
whom before you might poſſibly look 
back upon, with ſome degrees of Con- 
tempt. And continue not to pleaſe 
your ſelf ſo much with the Reliſh of a 
Claſfick, as to be without a Taſte for 
any other Learning. I am far from 
perſwading you to break off from a 
Pleaſure that may be of ſo much far- 
ther uſe to you, and will give Orna- 
ment as well as Satisfaction to your 
Life ; but vo dwell upon it, is not only 
to defeat my Purpoſe of removing you, 


but your own Growth and Improve- 


ment in any other Science: And it will 
particularly hinder your Progreſs to 
the moſt uſeful practical Knowledge, 
that of Men and Things. 

I pray God bleſs you in all your 
Studies; that you may eyer continue 
a faithful Servant to Him, and thereby 
a Comfort to 


Tour truly affetionate Father, 
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A Short Prayer to be uſed 
in the Morning before the 
going to Chapel. 


Adore and Praiſe thee, moſt Graci- 
ous God, for all thy Blefſings from 
time totime beſtow'd upon me; parti- 
cularly for the Refreſhment of this laſt 
Night, for my comfortable Reſt and 
Sleep, and the raiſing me in Health and 
Safety to the Light of this Morning. 
I am through my daily Tranſgreſſi- 
ons unworthy 'of the leaſt of theſe 
thy Mercies, but I humbly beg of 
thee Pardon and Forgiveneſs; and 
that thou would'ſt be pleaſed to work 
in mea more Inward and Affectionate 
Senſe of all thy Goodneſs towards me, 
and that I may particularly expreſs it 
by an impartial Obedience to thy Will. 
To that end I dedicatu my Self this 
Pay, and all the reſt of my Life, unto 


thy Seryiee, beſceching thee to aſſiſt 


me 


* 
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me with an eſpecial Portion of thy 
Holy Spirit, to guide and direct me 
in all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, to defend me againſt all Dan- 
gers and Temptations, and ſo to Con- 
duct me through the whole courſe of 
my Life, until thou haſt brought me 
unto thy Self in Everlaſting Glory. 
This and whatever elſe thou ſeeſt Ne- 
ceſſary for me, I humbly beg for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord, and 
Saviour. Amen, 


Our Father, which art in Heaven; 
Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy Will be done in Earth, As 
it is in Heaven, Give us this day our 
Daily Bread, And forgive us our Treſ- 
paſſes, As we forgive them that Treſpaſs 
againſt us. And lead us not into Tem- 
ptation ; But deliver us from Evil: For 
thine is the Ringdom, Ana the Power, 
And the Glory, for ever and eve 
_—_ 
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A Pra * before the Entrance 
upon the Morning Stu- 


dies. 


. 


OST Holy Lord God, who art of 

purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity, yet declareſt thy ſelf a God 
hearing Prayer, and haſt invited all 
Fleſh to come unto thee; in an in- 
ward ſenſe of my own Unworthi- 
neſs, and in a true Penitent diſ- 
pofition of Soul, I again approach 
thy Divine Preſence. Beſeeching thee 
to accept of me through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and for his fake to Pardon all my 
Offences in Thought, Word and , 
committed againſt thee. And to fit 
me the better for thy Mercy and For- 
giveneſs, enable me truly to ſearch 
and examine my Ways, that I may 
increaſe in a right Underſtanding of 
my ſelf and of thy Holy Laws; and 
make me to know my Iniquity and 
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my Sin, and confirm my Mind more 
and more in a deep Senſe of the Evil 
of Offending thee, that I may be truly 
Sorrowful, in order to a true Repen- 
tance, and do no more ſo Fooliſhly. 
Let thy continued Goodneſs leave the 

ſtrongeſt Impreſſions, and thy conti- 
nual Preſence fix a conſtant Awe up- 
on my Soul, that both the Fear and 
Love of thee, may equally reſtrain me 
from Evil. Create in me a clean 
Heart, O God, and renew a right Spi- 
rit within me, that my Reſolutions 
may extend to the firſt Beginnings, 
and againſt all the Occaſions of Sin- 
ning , and then lead me on in the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs for thy Name- 
ſake. And becauſe I cannot deceive 
thee, but I may too eafily deceive the 
World and my Self, aſſiſt my Endea- 
vours to be Plain and Sincere in my 
Words, and truly Upright in all my 
Dealings, and make me both more 
able and more willing to walk in In- 
tegrity before thee. Endue me with 
the excellent Graces of Humility , 
Meekneſs, and Charity; and whate- 
ver 
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ver Good. Work thou haſt wrought in 
me, be pleaſed to Accompliſh and. Con- 
firm it unto the End, that I may grow 
up and abound in the Fruits of a Holy 
Converſation. And becauſe I am 
bound in many Reſpects to Pray for 
others as well as my ſelf, I beſeech 
KS thee to extend thy Mercy to all Men, 
WE: - particularly, to all Chriſtians; and let 
7 this Church and Nation, with the 
| QUEE N's Majeſty, and a!! the Pa- 

ſtors and Governours thereof, be un- 
der thy. eſpecial Guidance and Pro- 
tection: And, I pray thee, Bleſs this 
Society of which I am a Member, 
and let all our Studies tend to thy 
Glory, with our own Improvement. 
Be gracious: to all my Relations, 
Friends and Benefactors; forgive my 
Enemies, and Comfort thoſe who are 
in any kind of AMiction or Diftreſs. 
Guard me, I pray thee, Heavenly Fa- 
ther, from all the Evil Accidents of 
this Day, and grant thar, flying all 
Sloth and Idleneſs, I may apply my 
ſelf to my proper Buſineſs ; and ſo en- 
lighten my Mind in the Reading thy 
Holy 
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Hely Word, that I may ſee the won- 
drous things of thy Law, and be there- 
by eſpecially. directed to an Improve- 
ment in all Virtue and Godlineſs of 
Life; that going on from one degree 
of Grace unto another, I may at 
length be made perfect in Glory. 
Hear me, I beſeech thee, through the 
Merits and Intercefſion of thy only 
Son, our Lord. Amen. | 


Our Father, &c. 
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Prayer for the Evening. 


tor of Heaven and Earth, who 
all our Ways, and underſtandeſt 


all our Thoughts; I thy ſinful Crea- 
ture, humbly Proſtrate my ſelf at thy 


9 ( 1A Reat and only Wiſe Lord, Crea- 
ſee 


Feet, in an inward Senſe of the Cor- 


ruption and Weakneſs of my Nature, 
appearing but too evident in the many 
. Errors 
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Errors and Miſcarriages of this Day. 
I acknowledge it is of thy great Good- 
neſs and Favour, that notwithſtand- 
ing theſe unworthy Provocations, thou 
haſt not entred into Judgment with 
me, nor cut me off in the midſt of my 
Sins, but haſt both given me time to 
Repent, and by ſtill continuing to 
me Life, and Breath, and all things, 
would'ſt by thy Goodneſs lead me to 
Repentance: O let me not reſiſt thoſe 
moving Charms of thy Love, but he 
won by thoſe tendereſt Endearments 
to reproach my own Folly, and to 
riſe up in Indignation againſt my 
Self, that I could offend, againſt the 


Riches of ſo much Mercy; and let 


this effectually Work in me a true 
Change of Mind, and firm Reſolutions 
of a ſtricter Care and CircumſpeCtion 
in the Government of my Paſſions, and 
in avoiding all the Opportunities and 
Tendencies towards Evil; that thou 
may'ſt be inclin'd, O Heavenly Father, 
through the Mediation of thy Son, to 
pardon what is paſt, and to receive 
me graciouſſy. Forgive me alſo I be- 
icech 
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ſeech thee, all Neglects and Omiſſions 
and imperfect Performances of Du 
this Day. Increaſe in me all good 
Inclinations to do thy Will, and 
fix upon my Mind all the moſt lively 
Reaſons that may ſet me forward in 
the Improvement of my Virtues, and 
to the Advancement of thy Honour 
and Glory. To that end, ſtrength- 
en my Faith, and poſſeſs my Mind 
with the conſtant Perſwaſion of a Life 
after this, and that I muſt {land before 
thee in Judgment. Let the Vanity and 
Littleneſs of all Earthly things be habi- 
tually in my View, and enlarge my 
Belief and Hopes of the great Evers 
laſting Reward. And as I heartily 
Praiſe thee for thy aſtoniſhing Love 
in Chriſt Jeſus, which has made me 
capable of aſpiring to that Bliſs ; let 
the Example of his admirable Lite be 
continually before me, to.lead me u 
to it; that by degrees I may think no- 
thing too much to do, or to ſuffer, ſo I 
may but reach the glorious Prize. Bleſs 
I Pray thee all Mankind, this Church 
and Nation , in particular let the 
Go QUEEN's 
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QU EEN'S Majeſty, with all Spiri- 


tual and Civil Superiors, be under 
thy ſpecial Guidance and Protecti- 
on : And I pray thee, Bleſs this So- 
ciety of which I am a Member, 
and let all our Studies tend to thy 
Glory, with our own Improvement, 
Be gracious to all my Relations, 
Friends and BenefaCtors ; forgive my 
Enemies, and Comfort thoſe who are 
in any kind of Affliction or Diſtreſs, 

And I adore thy Goodneſs, O Gra- 
cious God, for thy Care and Protecti- 
on of me this Day, and for the Bleſſings 
beſtowed upon it. Continue, I pray 
thee, thoſe watchful Inſtances of thy 
Providence over me this Night, and 
mercifully Shield me from all the ill 
Accidents and Dangers of it; and 


 vouchſafe me ſuch Comfortable and 


Innocent Reſt and Sleep, that I may 
awake with a pure Mind and joyful 
Lips to praiſe thee, my only Lord and 


Saviour. Amen. 


Our Father, &c. . 
1 


